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Congratulations to ...
•  Nina and Jeff Hicks (and their two boys) on Lia, the newest addition to their family earlier this month.

Welcome to ...
• all our new research students – we’re repeating the welcome from last month since some have arrived very recently: Algebra Group: Matthew Johnson;  Analysis: Nathanial Hall, Johannes van Vliet, Corey de Witt;  Fluids: Jonathan Duffy; NCAS: Lucie Robbins;  Geometry: Hallgrimur Haraldsson, Shubham Kumar;  Mathematical Biology: Andrea Silvera,  Solar Theory: Rowan Miller; Statistical Ecology: Matthew Gilbert, Jack Reidy, Liliana Snedden, Sam Durston, Chenlin Li. 

Visitors
•  NCAS (National Centre for Atmospheric Science)-St Andrews group is hosting Siyan Dong, a researcher from the National Climate Centre, China Meteorological Administration for a 12 month visit funded by the China Scholarship Council. Siyan works on machine learning based downscaling for high-resolution climate information, complementing the group’s research on climate variability, extremes, and ML for weather and climate prediction.
• Gordon Emslie from West Kentucky University visited the Solar Group from 21st-23rd September, during which time he gave a research seminar ‘The importance of scattering for electron transport in solar flares’. He was mainly hosted by Alex Russell and they enjoyed in-depth discussions on Alfvén waves in solar flares. The Solar Group was also visited by Graham Kerr, a Royal Society Research Fellow at the University of Glasgow, who joined the research discussions on 22nd September.

Conferences, Talks and Visits
• Violeta Lopez attended the Summer School Jacobians, Pryms and Degenerations at the University of Tübingen from 15-18th September where she gave a talk on ‘A new Brill-Noether general tropical curve’. She also attended a conference Perspectives in Real Algebraic Geometry, held in honour of Ilia Itenberg’s birthday, at the University Claude Bernard Lyon 1, from 21st-25th September.
• Tom Elsden was part of the STFC Small Awards Panel for Solar and Planetary Science, in Swindon from 15-17th September. This is currently STFC’s main grants line after suspension of the Large Awards scheme due to recent budget restrictions. Tom will give a talk on his experiences, and potentially some UKRI grant tips at an applied seminar later in the semester. 
•  Alex Russell visited the University of Oslo from 29th September-1st October, where he discussed current and future science with various members of their solar group.
• David Dritschel visited the University of Vienna from 7-10th October. There he gave a talk on ‘The late-time behaviour of an inviscid two-dimensional flow’, discussing recent work done in collaboration with three colleagues in Sweden.
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• During the first part of October Louis Backstrom gave a series of in-person talks to the Tayside (Dundee), Highland (Inverness), and Caithness & Orkney branches of the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club providing an overview of his PhD research, particularly covering his work with citizen science and extinction modelling.

Louis Backstrom presenting his work to the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club
• Eiren Jacobson co-organized, attended, and presented at a two-day workshop on Close-Kin Mark-Recapture (CKMR) at DTU Aqua in Copenhagen, Denmark. The workshop brought together 20 specialists to discuss advances in and future directions for CKMR methodology, with particular focus on integrating CKMR with other types of assessment data. 
• Ioana Colfescu was a keynote speaker for the London Mathematical Society Celebrating New Appointments meeting in Strathclyde on 16th September.
• On 12-13th October, Isobel Falconer joined a small group at Edinburgh discussing with Dirk Schlimm his recent book on the philosophy of mathematical notation. She spoke about her joint work with a StARIS intern Celia Decoudu on George Sinclair’s notation in his Tyrocinia mathematica (1661). She also attended the related seminar in the historiography of mathematical symbols series, where Schlimm presented his ideas and Taro Tokutake spoke on the use of diagrams in a Sanskrit mathematical commentary.

Other News  
 • Maddie Heideman has been elected for a second term as the Postgraduate Research Representative for Pure and Applied Mathematics to the St Andrews Students Association, and Samuel Durston has been elected Representative for Statistics.  
•  David Dritschel featured in an article in The Atlantic on14th September on AI in Mathematics, in particular the (partial) solution to the Clay Millenium Prize on the Navier-Stokes equations. The article Math can’t go on like this, which is now way out of date, may be found at https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/2026/09/math-crisis-openai-millennium-prize/688631/.  

Future Events
• On Friday 16th October, the School will be hosting a Wear It Pink Day when you are encouraged to wear something pink in support of the charity Breast Cancer Now. There will also be a bake sale 11am-3pm in the foyer of the Physics Building. More information is available at https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-andrews-pink

Next Issue 
• The next edition of the School Newsletter will be circulated in November. Items may be sent to maths-news@st-andrews.ac.uk  at any time but a reminder will be sent out a week before the deadline.
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